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The Bazhanovs, leading Russian specia-
lists on the problems of international rela-
tions and, in particular, on the problems
of Russia’s relations with the Asia-Pacibc
Region countries, chose the most signbp-
cant and current of more than a thousand
articles, reports, and speeches presented at
various scientibc forums for publication in
their three volumes of selected works.

The Prst volume, which came out
in 2001, reviewed the global develop-
ment trends of the contemporary world
and Russia’s place in this world. The sec-
ond volume, which is being reviewed,
is devoted to questions relating to the
Asia-Pacibc Region and China. According
to the data in the bibliography of main publications of the Institute for Con-
temporary International Studies of the Russian Foreign Ministry Diplomatic
Academy, the Bazhanovs, have written 18 monographs, and more than 800
articles, chapters in collective monographs and academic reports on these
problems (“Asia-Pacibc Region. Bibliography of Main Publications of the ICIS
of the Russian Foreign Ministry Diplomatic Academy for 1990—2000,” Mos-
cow: Nauchnaya kniga. 2000). From these works, the scholars selected those
which continue to retain their academic importance and value at the beginning
of the 21st century.

Volume 2 includes works written by Evgeny and Natalia Bazhanovs
between the late 1980s and 2000. Some of them were printed earlier in the
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form of articles in academic journals and in the Soviet, Russian, and foreign
press. Others, including reports and lectures presented in foreign universities,
are being published for the brst time.

This volume consists of two parts (Chapters 4 and 5, since the authors
continue the numeration from the Prst volume) — “General Problems of the
Asia-Pacibc Region” and “China.” The articles in each chapter are arranged in
chronological order. This makes it possible to follow the changes in Russian
policy in the region, on the one hand, and trace the authors’ increasingly
in-depth approach to the problems under review, on the other.

The articles and reports in Chapter 4 devoted to the problems of the APR
pay particular attention to Russia’s place and role in the APR after the collapse
of the Soviet Union. The concluding part of this chapter, “The Situation in
the APR and Tasks for Supporting Russian Interests,” sums up the ideas,
conceptions, and approaches which the Bazhanovs developed during the
1990s. After formulating Russia’s main long-term interests in the Asia-Pacibc
Region, the authors present ideas on what Russian policy in the region should
be like. “In our strategy,” they write, “it is reasonable to place the emphasis
on creative work, helping (in a cautious and restrained key) to untie the
knots of tension, actively reinforcing the conditions for the nonproliferation
of mass destruction weapons, curbing the conventional arms race, regulating
international arms trade, and so on” (p. 59—60). Underlining the signi Pcance
of Russia’s participation in forming a multilayer network of multilateral
dialogues and security forums at regional and subregional levels, the authors
nevertheless indicate that Russia should not try to head the formation process
of collective security in the APR, but should draw small and medium states as
much as possible into this process.

Chapter 4 is extremely informative; nevertheless the authors could have
included the interesting reports they presented at foreign forums in 1995—
1999 (see: “The Asia-Padbc Region. Bibliography,” p. 15—18).

The extensive bfth chapter (p. 63—480) begins as though in contrast to
the previous one, in which the brst article “Closed Landscape” (p. 11—15)
is the international affairs specialists’ re3ections on the closed and open
nature of problems in politics in the Soviet Union, the US, and China. The
prst article in the chapter on China entitled “Window in the Great Wall”
(p. 63—77) relates the various aspects of China’s policy of openness toward
the outside world. The subsequent articles relating to the end of the 1980s
(p. 78—136) also characterize the profound changes in the PRC’s domestic
and foreign policy during this period. They contain an intrinsic blend of the
authors’ personal impressions from their trips to China and an analysis of
the economic, social, and political realities of Chinese society by specialists
who are trying to shed light on the changes going on in the country, soberly
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evaluate them, and show both the positive results of the Chinese reforms
and the unresolved problems.

On the whole, however, this chapter is devoted to four main topics —
Soviet-Chinese, then Russian-Chinese relations, reforms in the cities and
villages, China’s foreign policy, and the role of the Chinese leader Deng
Xiaoping. It appears that the chronological order of the articles in this chapter
to some extent contradicts the problems reviewed. Separating the problems
into corresponding sections (Economic and Political Changes in the PRC,
Foreign Policy, etc.) would have probably made it easier for the reader to gain
a better grasp of such extensive and rich information.

The article by the Bazhanovs entitled “Russian-Chinese Relations at the
Contemporary Stage.” which is published for the Prst time in this volume,
draws the reader’s attention (p. 413—475). After a short historic introduction
on the normalization of Soviet-Chinese relations, the authors go on to analyze
the factors leading to the rapprochement between Russia and China during
the last decade of the 20th century. The article takes a close look at the changes
in the geopolitical balance in forces on the international arena, the elimination
of political and ideological differences between the Russian Federation and
the PRC, the similar priorities in domestic development in the two countries,
which dictate the need for a policy of cooperation and good-neighbor
relations, the economic reciprocity, the geographic and historical factors, and
the successful settlement of bilateral problems left in history’s wake.

It should probably be noted in particular that the Bazhanovs focussed
especially on the problem of overcoming the political and ideological
differences, recognizing the importance of this for the further advanced
development of Russian-Chinese relations. It seems to us that this question
was not given proper attention in the articles on Russian-Chinese relations.

When analyzing Russian-Chinese economic ties, the authors emphasize
the problem of arms deliveries to the PRC (p. 374—377, 443—445), countering
those who oppose the export of Russian arms to the PRC and expressing the
need for caution and the necessary quantitative and qualitative restrictions in
this trade (p. 377).

While substantiating the mutual interest of the Russian Federation and
the PRC in close cooperation in many areas, the Bazhanovs do not ignore
the existing and potential problems in relations between the two countries
(p- 461—472). Among the latter, the authors single out the problem of Central
Asia, indicating that “on the whole, the PRC is one of those foreign powers
which could Pll the vacuum formed in Central Asia after the collapse of the
Soviet Union.” (p. 463).

As a result of his analysis, the Bazhanovs come to the conclusion that
Russia “should take full advantage of this historical chance to build a strong

212



[

b $ ) ) 1% 1, ' $ % !, - * ¥ At

model of mutually advantageous and dynamic Russian-Chinese cooperation
in the 21st century. This model, if it takes root, will make it possible to remove
or reduce the real and potential differences which could appear between
Moscow and Beijing.” (p. 472).

This book touches on very broad range of problems, and we can only
lament that it does not contain subject and name indexes, which would make
it easier for readers, both specialists and those interested in the problems of
China and the APR, to use the valuable information contained in it.

Drawing this brief review of the second volume of selected works by
the Bazhanovs to a close, | would like to repeat their statement about our
country’s foreign policy: “On the whole, our policy has plenty of problems to
deal with in the eastern direction. They cannot be resolved at one fell sweep.
Nor should they be dealt with in an off-hand manner. For policy to be rational
and farsighted, it must be developed gradually and with the collective efforts
of politicians, academicians, journalists, and the broad public. Otherwise the
mistakes and blunders of the past, which alas were quite numerous, will be
repeated.” (p. 24).

There are sufpcient grounds for viewing this book as its authors’
contribution to developing a Russian policy in the APR and with respect to
China which meets our country’s fundamental interests.

Volokhova A.A/J Far Eastern Affairs. Vol. 30. 2002. No 2. P. 153—155.
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This new book by Ye. Bazhanov, a leading
Russian specialist in international relations
and Russian foreign policy and Honored
Science Worker of the Russian Federation,
includes works he wrote in 2002—2003. They
analyze the key problems of the rapidly
changing and globalizing contemporary
world, including of the countries of the Asia-
Pacibc Region, as well as Russian policy in
this region.
The third chapter of the book entitled
“Asia” (p. 174—254) is devoted specially to
the APR, although problems related in one way or another to China, North
and South Korea, and Japan are also reviewed in other chapters of the mono-
graph which look at global development trends, Russian foreign policy, and
the U.S.

The chapter on Asia begins with a section entitled “Weapons of Mass
Destruction: Problems in the APR.” Mr. Bazhanov rightly believes that
questions relating to weapons of mass destruction “are more complicated and
serious [in this region] than in other parts of the world” (p. 174) and proves
this by analyzing the stance of the U.S., Japan, and China, as well as the
nuclear crisis in North Korea. The author calls this “the most serious crisis” in
Northeast Asia since the 1950—1953 Korean War.

Special emphasis is placed on the Korean nuclear crisis in the next two
sections of Chapter 3: “Multilateral Cooperation in Korea: A View from
Russia” and “Korea in Russian Policy.” Presenting convincing arguments
in favor of the thesis on total unacceptability of a military solution to the
Korean problem (p. 181—182), Mr. Bazhanov turns to history, taking a look
at the U.S.S.R.’s “traditional policy” toward Northeast Asia and, in particular,
Korea. He also focuses attention on the reassessment of this policy under
U.S.S.R. President Mikhail Gorbachev and then underprst Russian Federation
President Boris Yeltsin, and presents the main political and economic reasons
that led to a change in Russian policy on the Korean Peninsula (p. 203—205).

* Far Eastern Affairs. Vol. 32. 2004. No 4. P. 124—126.
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Mr. Bazhanov places the main accent on Korea's signbcance in the
international strategy of Russian President Vladimir Putin (p. 205—212)
aimed at peaceful settlement of the Korean problem in the interests of Russia,
other countries of Northeast Asia, and the entire world community.

In the section “Russia and Korea” (p. 215—232), Mr. Bazhanov formulates
possible development scenarios on the Korean Peninsula based on historical
facts and an evaluation of the current state of Russian-Korean relations —
from military, forceful suppression of the North Korean regime, which is
entirely unacceptable to Russia, to peaceful settlement after elimination of
the nuclear crisis. The author’'s arguments are extremely convincing, but we
may not entirely agree with him about the U.S.’s role, since Mr. Bazhanov
believes that the prospects for settling the nuclear crisis and Korean problem
as a whole “largely depend on the U.S.” (p. 224).

The author also sets forth his vision of the stages in settlement of the
Korean question (p. 229—232):

1) assisting the DPRK to strengthen its sense of security and international
recognition;

2) gradually creating a solid infrastructure of inter-Korean relations;

3) establishing ofpcial diplomatic relations between the North and the
South and entering a peace treaty with them;

4) making signibcant changes in the DPRK (forming a sufpciently
developed mixed economy, forming a relatively open political and military
system, securing in power a reform-minded, responsible, and predictable
government) and beginning serious negotiations on the merging of the two
Koreas — atbrst into a confederation and only later into a single state.

Realistically evaluating this scenario, Mr. Bazhanov writes: “Of course, the
scenario of a peaceful and gradual merging of the two Koreas is very dif pcult
to implement. Almost impossible. But, from Russia’s point of view, we need
to strive for this” (p. 232).

Another two sections of the chapter on Asia are devoted to China: the
Taiwanese problem, its gist, the prospects for its settlement, and the stances
of Beijing, Washington, Moscow, and Taipei on reunifying Taiwan and the
PRC (p. 233—242), and the current situation in the PRC with the emphasis on
several aspects of Russian-Chinese relations (p. 246—254).

And Pnally, a short, but very substantial article entitled “APEC’s Pros-
pects” takes a look at the problems of the APR as a whole (p. 243—245); in it
Mr. Bazhanov argues with the criticism and negative evaluation of this APR
organization expressed by several specialists. The author sets forth several
arguments defending APEC, including the organization’s efforts to carry out
specibc tasks aimed at the economic development of the APR countries, grad-
ual strengthening of the APEC structure, and putting military and political
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topics on its agenda. Mr. Bazhanov considers APEC a “vital organization”
for Russia as well, believing that “only by participating in organizations of
APEC's caliber can a new generation of managers and economists capable of
truly reforming the economy of the Far East and Siberia be raised” (p. 245).

As already mentioned, the topic of the APR as a whole and individual
countries in the region, in particular, is also discussed in other chapters of the
book beside the one on Asia — “Trends in Global Development (p. 8—44) and
“Russia” (p. 46—172). In the latter, contemporary Russian-Chinese relations
are described brie3y but in great depth, and their main problems are listed:
the rise in number of Chinese citizens in the Russian Far East and the change,
for the brst time in history, in the correlation of forces between the two nations
in China’s favor. When talking about the fears that “the PRC may begin put-
ting geopolitical pressure on Russia and hindering it at the regional level”
(p. 113), the author does not formulate his own attitude about these fears.

Sinologists will be very interested in Mr. Bazhanov’s evaluations of the
works of American political scientists on China in the chapter called “The
U.S.,” which is written as a recollection of the time the author worked at the
U.S.S.R. Consulate General in San Francisco in the 1970s. The author looks at
American political science on the Chinese problem in the developments that
have occurred since the 1930s, when “American political scientists became
really interested in China” (p. 360). Mr. Bazhanov uses specbc examples to
show the active role played by academic Sinologists in forming U.S. foreign
policy, calling them an “important element of the driving forces of Washing-
ton’s Chinese policy” (p. 365).

The author’s description of the main areas in the heated discussion among
American Sinologists on the Chinese problem and on the question of Amer-
ican strategy within the “big triangle” of the U.S.S.R. — U.S. — PRC, which
took place in the 1970s, deserves attention, as well as the description of the
“three schools” — liberal, ultra-conservative, and moderately conservative —
which existed at that time in U.S. Sinology (p. 365—371). As future events
showed, writes Mr. Bazhanov, those American scientists proved right who
called on politicians not to place their stakes on permanent geopolitical con-
tradictions between Moscow and Beijing: at the beginning of the 21st century
post-communist Russia and reforming communist China became strategic
partners and are successfully cooperating with each other both in bilateral
relations and on the international arena. “Of course, no one,” concludes the
author, “could have predicted such a turn in events in the 1970s. This shows
how dangerous it is to make long-term political predictions” (p. 371).

Mr. Bazhanov’'s new book will primarily appeal to political scientists and
specialists in a wide range of international relations problems. However, its
lively and specibc description of historical events and analysis of the deve-
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lopment trends in the world economy and politics of regions and individual
countries in the context of the culture, traditions, and national character of
different nationalities make the book under review interesting and bene pcial
for anyone trying to gain a deeper and systemic understanding of the diverse
and intricate processes going on in the contemporary world.
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Dear Dr. Bashanov:

Many thanks for sending me a copy of
your new book, America: Yesterday and
Today, volumes 1 and 2, for my library. |
look forward to reading them.

| hope to have the opportunity to visit
the Diplomatic Academy during my tenure
here in Moscow, and to thank you person-
ally for your gracious gift.

Best regards,

William J. Burns

Ambassador*
* K K
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* William J. Burns.Ambassador of the United States of America, October 19, 2005 / i
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Dear Evgenii Petrovich,

It is my pleasure to acknowledge, with
many thanks, receipt of:

Koreiskie zarisovki = sketches of Kofea
Evgenii P. Bazhanov & Natal'ia E. Bazha-
nova (M.: Vostok-Zapad, 2010).

It will be a great pleasure to add this
book to the collection of “Bazhanovs,”
which we make available to our readers.
We already have over thirty books by you
and Natal'ia Evgen’evna starting with your
Dvizhushchie sily politiki SShA v otnoshenii
Kitaia (M.: Nauka, 1982) and her Vneshnee-

konomicheskie sviazi KNDR: vpoiskakh vykhoda iz tufiika Nauka, 1993). We
deeply appreciate your kindness in donating this new work to the Library of
Congress.
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4.9 *u ,2013.—704.

There is a group focused on multipolarity,
including the editor of the new textbook,
Alexander Lukin, pro-rector of the Diplomatic
Academy, and a contributor, and Evgenii
Bazhanov, president of the Diplomatic Acad-
emy. Often, the case for multipolarity has not
been differentiated from the case for working
closely with China in opposition to the United
States. As China has grown more assertive
and Sino-US ties less cooperative, checking to
see if this distinction within Russia is widen-
ing is now a pressing concern...

... Elsewhere, Bazhanov and others take this approach in recognizing that
Russians are oriented toward the West, know China only superbpcially, and
need the West for multipolarity. While recognizing that the “China threat” the-
sis would be counterproductive for Russia, the authors warn that in an alliance
Russia would lose. The impression left is that China is pressing for closer ties,
but Russia is a status quo power in the Asia-Pacbc region oriented toward
a balance of forces while working constructively with China when it seeks a
peaceful international environment*. The fact that such impressions are only
indirectly presented as if to date this bilateral relationship remains a spectacular
success means that the debate between cold war and multipolarity is scarcely
joined, failing to address the increasingly glaring contradiction between them.

Gilbert Rozman/ The Asan Forum. 2013. July 19.

* SeeEvgenii Bazhanovand Natalia BazhanoyaMezhdunarodnye otnosheniia v XXI veke [Interna-
tional relations in the twenty- brst century] (Moscow: Vostok-Zapad, 2011).
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* Military-Strategic Aspects of North Korean Nuclear Program / James Clay Moltz and Alexan-

der Y. Manzourov (ed.). N.Y.: Routledge, 2000;Bazhanova NThe North Korean Nuclear Program. Secu-
rity, Strategy and New Perspectives from Russia. P. 101—109; Russian Views of the Agreed Framework
and the Four-Party Talks. P. 219—235; China and the Korean Peninsula. P. 171—178; North Korea's De-

cision to Develop an Independent Nuclear Program. P. 127—137.

ok

)

) : Bazhanova NataligSoviet Policy towards South Korea under Gorbachev /

Il Yung Chung (edit). Korea and Russia. Towards the 21st Century. Seoul: The Sejong Institute, 1992.
P. 61—112Bazhanova NatalidNorth Korea and Seoul-Moscow Relations / Ibid. P. 315—351.
** Oberdorfer DonThe Two Koreas. N.Y.: Basic books, 2001. P. 191.
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Russia’s thirst for multipolarity on terms that would not require reconsideration

of its assumptions about countries active in East Asia was on vivid display
through the summer. Hopes rose appreciably for North Korea’s help in this
pursuit, doubts about China were limited in ways supportive of this overall
objective, and commentaries on South Korea, Japan, and India did not
suggest anything to the contrary. There was no indication of any shift toward
optimism about the US role in the region, resulting in a search for scenarios to
bypass its obstructionism rather than to satisfy its needs. The Cold War school
of thought seized on events to continue its resurgence, even as the multipolar
school sought, obliquely as necessary, to differentiate itself. In many articles,
whether from of bcials associated with the Foreign Ministry or from experts
on countries in the region working in institutes of the Russian Academy of
Sciences, national identity deductions masqueraded as realist analysis. The
occasion of the 60th anniversary of the armistice ending the Korean War
provided one opportunity.

Former ambassador to South Korea Gleb Ivashentsov wrote in the July
issue of Mezhdunarodnaia zhizn’ a sweeping history of how North Korea has
Pgured into international relations since the war. The manner in which he
invokes balance of power theory and national identity theory are telltale signs
of a prevailing pattern in Russian publications for at least the past decade. The
starting point is perceptions of the United States straight from the Cold War.
Ivashentsov argues: the West lost its preeminence with the Soviet victory in
World War Il and a second blow from the victory of communism in China;
despite varied views on who lit the spark igniting the Korean War, the out-
come of the war was the United States stationing troops in South Korea and
using the war as a pretext for deepening its presence in Asia and forging alli-
ances against communism; the two Koreas became pawns between East and
West, as insistence on resolving international relations issues from a position
of US strength prolonged the standoff; instead of recognizing (along with
South Korea and Japan) North Korea, the United States preferred the Cold
War status quo, seeing tensions as convenient for intensifying its military
and political presence in the region; it drove North Korea to develop nuclear
weapons in light of legitimate fears of the unilateral use of force against it
or other governments deemed unsuitable; in labeling the North part of the
“axis of evil,” Bush brought the US position more into the open and hardened

* Country Report: Russia (Gilbert Rozman with the assistance of Olga Puzanova).
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the North’s posture; it has remained unprepared to talk and opposed to the
North’s rightful activity as in the peaceful use of space; along with South
Korea it overreacted in 2010 to uncertain evidence of how the Cheonan sank;
and in the summer of 2013 Pyongyang has again signaled its readiness if it is
not backed into a corner to be a reliable partner; and there is reason to be opti-
mistic if Washington were to recognize that denuclearization follows a peace
treaty after it drops its hostility to uni Pcation and to constructive cooperation
to end, at last, what is implied to be the continuing Cold War due to US think-
ing. This line of reasoning is missing any acknowledgment of US overtures
to North Korea over the past 20 years or any attempt to grasp changes in US
policies. It is reminiscent of Soviet writings.

On the other side of the ledger, Ivashentsov depicts Russia and even China
as forces for positive solutions to the North Korea issue, saying little about
South Korea.

An article in the August issue of the same journal by Evgeny Bazhanov
(read along with his August 2 article in Nezavisimaia gazeta) provides an
overview of Russia’s policy in the Asia-Pacibc region with some pointed sug-
gestions. Theprst thing that stands out to international readers in Bazhanov's
historical overview is how the Cold War is treated: it is an inevitable outcome
of two antagonistic camps, for which Moscow is not faulted for never trying
what Gorbachev did, and values, except US anti-communist emotions, are of
no relevance. The Korean War is covered as if it were an expected byproduct
of the two opposed sides without further interest in assigning blame. Two
mistakes are cited: prst, weaker than the two superpowers, China chose to
battle against both, then had to decide and chose the West; second, the Soviet
Union, reacting ideologically to China and quarreling with almost every
state in the Asia-Pacipc region as well asbghting in Afghanistan, aroused an
anti-Soviet front along its borders with many negative consequences in the
late 1970s and 1980s. Crediting policies of the late 1980s with abandoning
ideology as well as normalizing relations with almost all states in the region,
especially China, Bazhanov faults the period of the collapse of the Soviet
Union for turning Russia’s back on the region and strongly praises what has
been achieved since that stance was reversed. He is particularly positive on
success with China, which supports Russia’s reforms and needs peaceful sur-
roundings, as does Russia. There is no hint that China may not support some
modernizing reforms or that Russia has hitched itself too closely.

Bazhanov warns against criticism harmful to relations that over the hori-
zon Russia should be worried that a shifting balance of forces will empower
China to pressure Russia, and he urges Russia to seize the opportunity of
China wanting close ties to build a model of mutual cooperation for this cen-
tury. Yet, he proceeds to set forth an agenda in the region directly opposed
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to China’s: building on overlapping interests in international relations with
Japan by trying harder to overcome the past, no longer seeing each other
through the prism of the territorial dispute; while keeping a balance in rela-
tions with North and South Korea, recognizing that ties to the South are much
closer and drawing it deeper into the development of Siberia and the Russian
Far East; and accepting ASEAN as the core of regional integration, while deep-
ening strategic ties with Vietnam and recognizing a basis for cooperation with
the United States. Yet, Bazhanov charges the US rebalancing to this region is
taking an anti-China direction, even as it is welcomed by almost all states that
prefer US leadership and fear China’s militarization. He acknowledges that
polarization is occurring as regional con Bicts intensify. As for Russia, he notes
that it is only a direct participant in one dispute with Japan, for which there is
no threat of a confrontation.

Bazhanov points to two contending opinions on what Russia’s Asia-Pa-
cibc regional strategy should be. 1) It is best positioned on the sidelines, as
tigers battle with each other, eventually appealing to win Russia to their side.
After all, Russia has no desire to join in the great power rivalries. Given par-
allels to the late nineteenth century situation when Germany was rising, the
struggle for leadership in the Asia-Pacibc region may prove very dangerous;
however, leaving little room to keep one’s distance, he notes. 2) Russia should
join China in a military alliance against US hegemonism, as some in Moscow
propose and military analysts as well as others in Beijing are urging. The
article by Bazhanov makes the case against this. First, there is the problem
on the Chinese side, even if its leadership may Pnd it useful to frighten the
United States or Japan with this prospect, since there is good reason to doubt
that China would cross this line. After all, even as China of bcially rejects US
proposals for what is essentially a G-2, it is Rattered to be treated as an equal.
Recalling what happened in the 1950s with the alliance with Beijing, Bazha-
nov warns that drawing so close may backbpre.

Second, Bazhanov lists drawbacks for Russia. It would become a pawn
of China, get drawn into con Ricts, put up barriers to normal contacts with
other countries, and play a role in undermining the whole global system of
international relations. Such an alliance with China would also destroy mul-
tipolarity, which requires interactive, not con Rictual, poles, normal relations
with the United States, not a new cold war, cooperation with the West for both
the security and development of Russia. For him, multipolarity is essentially
a status quo approach, not, as it has been interpreted by many Russians over
two decades, more vigor in countering US hegemonism.

Bazhanov sets forth a regional strategy, seeking the goal of a collective
system of security, but with more specibcs onbve objectives: 1) joint economic
projects on the Korean Peninsula along with a deal guaranteeing the security
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of North Korea as it renounces preparations for nuclear weapons, optimally
through Six-Party Talks; 2) avoidance of becoming entangled in disputes in
the East China and South China seas, being careful about allowing Russian
oil and gas companies to anger China as well; 3) for Russian security and the
security of other countries, being careful also about the transfer of military
technology and weapons sales to China; 4) modernizing with foreign invest-
ments and other inputs to Siberia and the Russian Far East in a manner that
prevents the hegemonism of one country, which means welcoming Japanese
and South Korean companies as well as Chinese ones in a fundamentally
new way, breaking the pattern of Russian development; and 5) achieving a
breakthrough with Japan, given its energy and geopolitical interest in Rus-
sia. Although this article omits recognition of the ascendancy of the brst set
of opinions and the anticipated Chinese reaction to this multipolar agenda,
defying China on Japan, they are its background.

An article by Konstantin Sarkisov for the online Eurasia 21 Research
Institute was more detailed in exploring the prospects for Russian-Japanese
relations. Expressing skepticism, he assesses the global and regional contexts
as well as the domestic context in each country and political will to resolve the
territorial question. Since Sarkisov wrote a response to Togo’s July Topics of
the Month, this summation of his views is quite brief. For the global context,
he stresses that both Japan and Russia are weaker powers than when they
negotiated before and there is no prospect of balancing China’s rising power.
In regional relations Japan and Russia have also lost ground. Abe’s approach
leaves little hope of progress in relations with South Korea. Internally, Putin
is losing popularity, and dismal economic news could cost him much of his
remaining political capital. A deal with Japan could be the main success of
his third term, but it does not depend on him alone. Abe enjoys a stronger
domestic base as long as Abenomics is working, and he is positioned for a
more decisive compromise with Russia. Despite doubts owing to the gap
between the two countries’ positions, Sarkisov views a deal as theoretically
possible on the basis of a compromise seen in Japan as 2+alpha and in Russia
as 4-alpha, whereby an arrangement is made for the two big islands that lets
Japanese be there without passports and recognition of Russian sovereignty
while future-oriented partner relations give a big boost to the quality of rela-
tions, most of all economic ones. This message largely reinforces that of Togo
and Putin for the Russian audience. It takes Abe’s interest seriously and points
to a way forward. Above all, on the Russian side, it clari Pes what Bazhanov
and others may contemplate as the path to multipolarity.
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Let me make a quick comment at the start: you write incredibly well in
English, a couple of years ago | edited a chapter by Vladislav Zubok from
USA—Canada, and even though he spoke well in English, his writing was
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terrible. His writing consisted of Russian sentence structure and grammar
with English words. But your writing is on a much higher level of language
ability: you write with English sentences (for the most part) with English
grammar (completely), and merely every once in a while you use a Russian
word. U $.*
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